
WH AT CAUSES BLIGHT? 

T he processes which create blight are many. Some 

blight can be dire c tl y related t o the indifference, 

ignor a n c e , or poor foresight of indi v iduals, while other 

c ases are due to forces beyond the control of any given 

person or group. Inheren t i n the c auses of bligh t a re 

a ction both omitted and committed. The following a re 

some of the fa cto rs whi ch are believed t o c a use or ac ­

ce lerate the f orma tion of blight. 

Absentee Own ership 

Quite o ften when property own ers live in a reas re­

moved from their holdings , the y are un_informed or mis ­

i n f orme d o f changes th a t are taki ng pl a ce aro und their 

property. The result is a failure to respond o r a djus t 

to a changing situation . Also, absen t ee owners fre-

qu ently la ck the pride which accompanies occupying one' s 

own horne. Lack of owner pride and transient occ u p ancy 

often lead to neglect of property and its con sequent 

dete rioration. 

Housing Shortage 

A shortage of housing forces people to seek she lt er i n 

subst a ndard housing in lieu of more desirable q uarters . 

It encourages o v er c rowding, improper conversion of re­

sidenti a l structures and the lowering of ma intenance 
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